[Type text]
[Type text]
[Type text]

RL.9-10.9. Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work 
RI.9-10.6. Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 


Excerpts from Witness by Karen Hesse

Witness by Karen Hesse is set in a small Vermont town in 1924.  When the Ku Klux Klan moves in, the town residents begin to turn against one another.  The story is created through the poetic voices of the various residents of the town.  Read the three poems and answer the questions that follow.

johnny reeves

we took a pine

40 feet high and

lashed a cross arm

to it and set the

cross in the ground.

its arms stretching above the town, we soaked burlap bags

in kerosene and wrapped the bags around the wood.

at the foot of the

cross I smashed a railroad torch.

the fire took off

so fast, a divine

sight, neighbor,

the flames spread

from the base to the

top, in a matter of

minutes the cross arm

pulsed with fire, the

flames leaping,

seeking heaven,

neighbor, the white

crucifix scoring

the night

blazed perfect.

perfect.

leonora sutter

I woke up Saturday night

because the light coming through

my bedroom window changed.

on the hill across the valley

I saw

a flame

rising.

but it was

no wild fire, it

was a 

cross, burning.

silently.

silently.

I crept down the hall,

into the closet

where, at the back,

mamma’s cotton dress

still dangled over her shoes,

and the walls smelled of hair oil and oranges.

in that dark and narrow place,

I opened a hole for myself

but no matter how I turned,

the light from the cross

curled its bright claws under the door.

reynard alexander

down in town,

families listened to the independence day concert,

while up on the hill a fiery cross was set ablaze.

It started burning about the time the band finished


the star-spangled banner.

only a lunatic

would ignore the dry conditions,

or the fact that a crackling fire

could spread so easily out of control.

or perhaps it was the work of children

stirred by griffith’s birth of a nation,


that racist rubbish,


which will not fade away.

1. Johnny Reeves feels_________________________about creating the cross and burning it.  He sees the cross as something___________________________and _______________________________.

2. The burning cross makes Leonora Sutter feel_________________________and _______________________________________.  She goes to the closet seeking

______________________________and__________________________________.

3. Is Reynard’s Alexander’s description of the event more or less personal than that of Johnny and Leonora?  Justify your answer.

4. Reynard’s poem reveals his attitude toward_______________________________ rather than the burning cross.  His attitude is a combination of________________ and_____________________________.

5. How does the point of view help to reveal attitude?

6. What is the author’s purpose in having three different characters describe the same event?
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Taken from Laying the Foundation: A Resource and Planning Guide for Pre-AP English

