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“1984” vs. Today 
 
Directions:Directions:Directions:Directions: Match these quotes, characters and other elements from George Orwell’s “1984” to contemporary equivalents. 
Continue the chart on your own, adding other themes, settings, plot points and so on. 
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“Never again will you be capable of ordinary human feeling. 
Everything will be dead inside you. Never again will you be 
capable of love, or friendship, or joy of living, or laughter, or 
curiosity, or courage, or integrity. You will be hollow. We shall 
squeeze you empty and then we shall fill you with ourselves.” - 
Book 3, Chapter 2 

 
 

 
“Do you begin to see, then, what kind of world we are 
creating? It is the exact opposite of the stupid hedonistic 
Utopias that the old reformers imagined. A world of fear and 
treachery and torment, a world of trampling and being 
trampled upon, a world which will grow not less but more 
merciless as it refines itself. Progress in our world will be 
progress toward more pain.” - Book 3, Chapter 3 

 

 
“There was of course no way of knowing whether you were 
being watched at any given moment. How often, or on what 
system, the Thought Police plugged in on any individual wire 
was guesswork. It was even conceivable that they watched 
everybody all the time. But at any rate they could plug in your 
wire whenever they wanted to. You had to live—did live, from 
habit that became instinct—in the assumption that every 
sound you made was overheard, and, except in darkness, 
every movement scrutinized.” - Book 1, Chapter 1 

 

 
“Don’t you see that the whole aim of Newspeak is to narrow 
the range of thought?... Has it ever occurred to you, Winston, 
that by the year 2050, at the very latest, not a single human 
being will be alive who could understand such a conversation 
as we are having now?... The whole climate of thought will be 
different. In fact, there will be no thought, as we understand it 
now. Orthodoxy means not thinking—not needing to think. 
Orthodoxy is unconsciousness.” - Book 1, Chapter 5 
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